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LETTER  TO  ROBERT  C.  INCERSOLL. 


FROM  THE  PEN  OF 


HON.  CHARLES  BONSALL, 

SAI^KM,  OHIO. 

HE  CRITICISES  HIM  FOR  THE  WRITING  OF  A CAMPAIGN  DOCUMENT 

AND  SUGGESTS  THAT  HE  WRITE  A BOOK  ON 

“THE  MISTAKES  OF  INGERSOLL.” 


Saleru,  Ohii',  December,  1896.  R.  G.  lufeti-ai.li  a “mu»”  because  they  shape  of  a marbla,  even  though  no  one 

Colonel  Robert  G.  Ingerif.il,  New  York  aflSrmed  the  injustice  of  the  Dred  Scott  quesitoned  its  weight  or  fineness? 

City:  Decision?  Third — When  congress  passed  a law 

Sir — Having  been  a reader  and  ad-  But  let  me  quote  from  a few  other  decreeing  that  no  more  gold  dollars 
mirer  of  your  lectures  on  reform  toplo®,  j men  who  differ  from  you  on  the  money  should  be  made  and  8nc3fssfolly  executed 
for  more  than  a quarter  of  a century,  question:  the  decree,  did  that  body  perform  a 

especially  those  in  denunciation  if  the  Aristotle  said  that  “Money  i.s  such,  in iraTle  by  killing  a law  of  nature? 

stealthy  and  criminal  act  of  1873  not  by  nature,  hut  by  law.”  Fourth — Wnen  you  say  that  gold  is  the 

demonetizing  silver,  I was  naturally  Pl.ato  said,  “The  best  money  for  any  nnlv  money  and  that  “all  money  must  be 
very  curious  to  know  upon  what  [ nation  is  that  which  has  the  least  value  at  par,”  I ask  you,  At  par  with  what? 
grounds  you  could  justify  yourself  in  in  any  other  nation.”  If  you  have  “At  par  with  ir.sflf,”  must  be  your 
takina  the  stump  against  Mr.  Bryan,  [read  the  writings  of  Hon.  Henry  C.  answer,  if  there  is  any  meaning  at  all  to 
and  in  favor  of  McKinl  y and  the  Carey  on  this  snhjeot,  you  can  but  your  assjrtions. 


single  gold  standard  duriog  the  recent  ' know  that,  io  enalyzing  Plato’s 
political  contest.  Accordingly,  I pro-  j aphorism,  he  showed  conclusively  that 
cured  a copy  of  your  speech  which  Mark  a domestic,  non-exportable,  legal  tender, 
Hanna’s  committee  put  out  as  a cam-  i government  paper  system  of  money 
paign  document.  On  the  first  page  is  was  the  most  stable,  sonndest  and  best 


Think  of  the  great  Ingersoll  standing 
on  the  rostrum  as  a teacher  on  economics, 
and  declaring  that  “a  g(  Id  eagle  must  be 
at  par  with  itself;”  “a  bushel  of  wheat 


paiKU  uuuuiiieue.  hib  urae  page  is  tiio  xuusu  swiuir,  suuuuest  «uu  ubsi,  must  always  be  at  par  with  a bushel  of 

printed  youi  name  and  picture,  and  ! for  the  mass  of  the  people,  that  we  wheat and  “a  pound  of  skunk  cabbage 
the  words  ’’Inspires  to  Loyalty!”  “The  ever  had.  Crippled  as  it  was  by  the  ex-  mustal^vays  be  at  par  with  a pound  of 
Financial  Issue  Treated  in  a Masterly  ception  clause  at  the  dictation  of  the  cabbage  ” 

Manner!”  gold  gamblers  of  Wall  street,  it  gave  us  ri.ii 


^ . .ui.  ;...u  u j j j • I challenge  you  to  point  to  a single 

The  said  speech  contains,  on  the  one  1 the  best  times  we  ever  had,  and  dunne  . „ ^ . 

u j u j • ).  dollar  or  other  denominaiion  of  United 

hand,  more  falsehoods  and  absurdities,  f its  undisputed  sway,  we  had  no  “ panics  ^ 

f J *■  * ' ^ & n *•  r m ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Z J I A.  1_ 


and  on  the  other,  more  truths  absolutely  [ or  “ cramps.  ” These  abnormal  products 
Inapplicabla  to  the  i^sue  and  against  made  their  appearance  only  alter  the 
the  party  you  were  trying  to  defend,  i government  started  on  its  j'^urney  to 
than  any  I read  during  the  campaign.  ; what  you  ‘‘goldbugs”  are  pler.Red  to  ‘call 
You  undertake  to  justify  your  sudden  j “honest  money.” 


dollar  or  other  denomination  of  United 
States  money  ever  issued,  whether 
stumped  upon  gild,  silver  or  paper,  made 
by  t\  e fl^c  of  law,  a full  legal  tender  for 
all  debts,  public  and  private,  that  was 
ever  below  par.  Do  you  not  know  that 


^ . the  160,000,000  of  greenbacks  that  were 

and  remarkable  change  of  heart  and  in  addition  to  the  great  men  quoted  as  i -..u  ..u 

^ ^ issued  early  in  the  war,  without  the  ex- 

thought,  by  declaring  that  the  debts  biing  diametrically  opposed  to  your  ^tr  ^ ^ i?  n 

I & j t't'  j cepiion  cliuse  on  the  back — made  a full 

which  existed  in  1876,  when  you  de-  absurd  theory  that  “Nature  alone  makes  i i ^ j 

legal  tender  lucluding  customs  dues, — 

nouDced  silver  demonetization  as  robnery,  money,”  I might  mention  such  ‘‘in-  j 1,  n « 

,,  ® remained  at  par  vurh  gold  all  the  time? 

“have  all  either  been  paid  or  outlawed.  capable  thinkers”  as  Ricardo,  Buckle,  ^ u *.u  * 1 « t ^ 

^ ^ ’ ’ Do  you  not  have  the  great  work  of  Judge 

The  statement  is  false;  but  suppose  Mill,  franklin,  JeffersoUs  Cernushi,  it 

. ’ ’ ^ lififany,  on  Constitutional  Ijaw,  in  your 

it  were  true.  How  are  you  going  to  Blaine,  Wendell  Phillips,  and  in  the  line  \itk  • .u 

. . ’ ’ liw  library?  Why  in  the  name  cf  com- 

get  over  your  more  recpnt  denunciatujns  of  publicatlonF,  the  Brittannica,  Apple-  ^ 


^ > t'r-  mon  sense  do  you  remain  so  ignorant  on 

of  the  crime  of  1873 — even  as  lata  as  ton  and  Chambers’ Eccyclopaedias.  Such  o 

^ ^ ^ themmey  question? 

1893?  Have  all  the  debts  that  existed  are  a few  cf  the  characters  of  historv 

Colonel  logersoll  is  brilliant  in  spots. 


1893?  Have  all  the  debts  that  existed  are  a few  cf  the  characters  of  history 

thPD,  “been  either  pail  or  outlawedl”  whom  R.  G.  Ijgereoll,  during  a political  Cclontl  logersoll  is  brilliant  in  spots. 

You  declare  that  “Nature,  and  not  campaign  of  hate,  corruption  and  slvnder  utters  beautifully  rounded  sentences, 

law,  creates  money,”  and  that  “ihe  on  the  part  of  the  gold  standard  mer,  to  great  heights  io  oratory, 

man  who  says  that  law  makes  money,  I consigns  to  the  category  of  “Idiots,”  by  ^'^t  a fair  analysis  of  the  declarations, 
is  absolutely  incapalde  of  reasoning  on  | declaring  that  they  “are  absolutely  in-  assumptions,  and  reasoning  (or  rather 
any  question.”  Indeed!  Canyon  pro-  capable  of  reasoning  upon  any  subject  Hck  o<‘ reasoning)  found  in  “the  great 
duce  a single  “dollar”  or  piece  of  whatever. ” poluieal  effort  of  his  life, ” in  defense  of 

money  that  is  not  such  by  the  fiat  of  Colonel,  candidly,  do  you  not  feel  as  single  gold  standard,  reveals  the  fact 

law?  What  is  the  supreme  tesi?  Legal  though  you  had  made  a “damphool”  of  that  so  far  as  logic  is  concerned,  he  has 
tender  and  that  alone.  If  I sue  you  >oursell?  evnlnted  little  beyond  an  overgrown 

for  a debt  of  $10  and  get  a judgment  In  ; ’'^ou  declared  that  “Bryan  hates  bond-  booby. 

the  court,  and  you  offer  me  a $10  bank  j holders.”  “Bryan  hates  capitalists.”  And  now.  Colonel,  in  conclusion,  you 

note,  ten  trade  “dollars,”  ten  pieces  of  No  human  tongue  ever  ottered  a false-  may  think  it  presumptuous  in  me,  an 
gold,  each  25  8 10  grains  weight,  with- [ hood  more  base,  or  a slander  more  inex-  humble  wage-earner,  to  thus  call  you  to 
out  Uncle  Sam’s  stamp,  or  ten  pieces  of  ousable.  Bryan  hates  no  man ; he  hates  account;  but  it  is  not  only  my  right  as 
any  other  concrete  substince,  tbrugb  ! no  living  creature.  On  the  contrary.  Ids  an  American  citizen,  to  do  so.  It  is  a 
each  one  contains  a dollar’s  worth  of  great  soul  goes  out  in  good  will  to  all  duty,  if  I believe  you  are  defending  a per- 
material,  the  court  says  I may  refuse  humanity,  rich  and  poor.  So  far  from  nicious  policy.  Hence  I have  no  apology 
them,  b( cause  they  are  not  money,  j bating  the  nrillionaire  capitalifts,  he  to  ( ffer.  Nevertheless,  naught  has  been 
But  if  you  tender  me  a $10  greenback  would  save  them  from  the  sad  fate  which  put  down  in  malice.  If  tha  gold  staiid- 
or  ten  standard  silver  dollar?,  tire  court  ' tbeir  ow n mad  policy  must  inevitably  ard  is  maintained,  and  the  $600, 000, 000 
says  I must  accept  either,  because  bring  upon  them,  if  continued  much  of  greenbecks  and  silver  treasury  notes 
EITHER  IS  MOMEY;  BEING  LEGAL  longer.  During  the  rtcent  campaign  the  are  funded  into  idle,  untaxed,  interest- 
TENDER.  I physical,  mental  and  moral  powers  and  bearing  bonds,  as  the  eastern  bankers  and 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  ! qo«lRies  of  William  Jennings  Bryan  were  stock  gamblers  demand,  it  w ill  be  but  a 
States,  i i the  test  case  as  to  the  con-  tested  to  a degree,  previously  unknown  in  few  years  before  there  will  have  been 
at/uiionality  rf  the  greenback  as  abso-  all  history;  and  he  has  ceme  out  without  enrugh  “object  lessons”  to  convince  even 
-1-  -%  money  — Knox  vs.  Leo  et  al. — ren-  a solitary  blemish.  His  rpponents  have  you,  that  this  opjn  latter  was  timelv  and 
derjed  by  Justice  Strong,  among  other  abused,  slandered,  villified  and  ridiculed  just. 

thijngs,  declared  that  “the  gold  or  silver  him  without  stint;  and  yet  in  the  midst  And  if,  perchance,  you  should  happen 
thing  we  call  a ‘dollar,’  is  in  no  sense  of  all,  he  utttred  not  one  solitary  word  of  (g  be  one  of  t^-e  victims  of  your  own  folly 

a fttanfard  of  a ddlar;  it  is  a repre-  resentment  or  disrespect  against  a single  bereft  of  home,  a wanderer,  a “tramp  ” 

sentalive  of  it. ’’“Value  is  an  Heil  thing.”  individual.  True,  he  does  hate  tyranny,  hungry  and  footsore,  as  aie  thousands 
You  said  that  one  of  the  issues  of  j oppress!  >r,  in jnsiice  and  all  combinations  of  native-born  Amei leans  today,  as  good 
the  campaign  was  “whether  there  is  against  the  general  welfare;  and  his  voice,  as  either  of  uf,  made  so  hy  reason  of  the 
an  appeal  from  the  Supreme  Court  to  a vote  and  aciioos  have  harmonized  with  class  laws  placed  upon  the  statute  books 

mob.”  By  which  I understand  you  to  his  professions,  perfeoilv.  WonM  that  hy  your  party then  you  will,  perhaps 

mean  that  the  protest  of  Mr.  Bryan  the  same  could  bo  said  of  Colonel  knock  at  the  humble  door  of  some  mem- 
and  his  supporters  against  the  decision  Ingersdl.  ber  of  the  “Bryan  mob,”  and  I guarantee 

of  the  Supreme  Court  on  the  Income  Allow  me  to  ask  you  to  explain  at  you  vvill  bo  welcomed  with  extended 
Tax  law,  was  the  protest  of  a “mob  ;”  least  one  point  in  your  theory  on  money,  hand  and  open  heart,  and  receive  the  full- 
and  yet  you  fiy  squarely  in  the  face  of  You  declare  that  nothing  is  now  money  ggj  measure  of  his  hospitality. 

the  Supreme  Court  Uecislous  on  the  In  this  country  but  gold,  .net  that  gold  =8  And  us  the  “ MUtukee  of  Moses”  alreedy 
great,  fundamental  question  .f  oonsti.  ntoney  by  nature,  and  not  by  law;  and  i„sigui„„u„ee  oon.pared  with 

tntlcnal  money;  and  if  there  is  an,,  then  yqn  add  that  all  money  most  i>»  „i,takes  of  some  modern  public  men 

totng  in  the  •■parity”  of  your  reason-  at  par.  Now  pi  ass  answer;  opportune  time  for  yon 

log,  you  confess  to  hare  joined  a •■mob”  Firet-Plusse  tell  ns  what  law  of  a new  Look  and  call  it  ” Ihe  Mis- 

yourself.  Were  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  , nature  decreed  that  exactly  25  8-10  grains  Ingersoll  ” 

Stephen  Foster,  Wendell  PhlllioF,  of  golu  9-10  fine  should  be  a “dollar?” 

Parker  Pillsbury,  Osven  Lovejoy  and  Second — Would  it  be  a “dollar”  in  the  Charles  Bonsall. 


Charles  Bonsall. 


Copies  of  this  open  letter  supplied  by  Good  Times  Publishing  Co.,  Lock  Box  62,  i-'aleni  Ohio,  at  i cent  each. 


